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The Holiday season is just around the corner! I’m sure many of you are planning or working on 
your railroad. If you’re having an open house, please let Chip Danneker know so he can put it in 
“All Board” Event Bulletin.  This way other club members can enjoy your layout. 
 
Having a club with almost 100 members and seeing only a few show up for an event is very 
disheartening. I would hope it’s not because the board is doing something wrong. We will be 
sending out a survey to find out what our members would like from the club.  I do understand as 
we get older the driving distance is a factor.  I hope when the survey shows up you will take the 
time to answer the questions and return the survey in a timely manner. If you would like to offer 
your opinion, you can reach out to any of the board members.  Our email address and phone 
numbers are on the “Board Members” page following these notes.  
 
Our club has been asked by a G Scale club in Ohio to host a two-day event for their members. 
This is currently in the planning stages, tentatively scheduled for a weekend in March, 2023.  We 
would like to do layout tours around the Clermont area on a Friday; and, on the following 
Saturday, travel to the Bushnell Museum and Spring Hill Gardens, plus local member’s layout 
tours. We will be reaching out to our members to host an open house and you all are invited to 
all events. 
 
We are looking for members to run the outdoor layout at Bushnell Station during the daytime on 
Saturdays.  This December the Bushnell station will also be open every evening with special 
Christmas displays so we will need volunteers to run the FGRS layout any evening starting at 6 
PM.  This would entail running your trains or the club’s trains. If you would like to spend 4 hours 
or more running the layout, please let me know. There is a comfortable place to sit in the shade, 
and you may even get the Famous Bushnell Hot Dog for lunch! 
Don Carter’s layout will be open Dec 9, 10 & 11 so plan to stop by and enjoy this extraordinary 
garden railroad.  See details in this newsletter and in the “All Aboard” bulletin.  
Happy Thanksgiving and enjoy running trains this holiday season.  Keep the trains running! 

-     FGRS President 2022 

 
 

  

 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
FROM FRED WEBER 

November 2022 

Cover Photo:  FGRS members and guests look on as the trains run on the beautiful layout created by FGRS 
members at Bushnell Station at the Halloween “Track or Treat” meet on October 20.  Photo by Fred Weber 
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Don’t Forget to Order Your New Shirt! 
Both 30 Year Anniversary and Traditional “FGRS” 

All shirts are $35 which includes embroidering your name, taxes, and shipping to your home. The 
shirts are made by Core365 and are 100% Polyester – Moisture Wicking, Antimicrobial, UV 
protection, and easy care.  

 
 
 
 
Men’s shirts are available either with or without a pocket. Men’s “Tall” sizes are only available 
without a pocket.  30 Year Shirts are not available in “Tall” or with a pocket.   
Color choices are True Royal (Blue) or White.   
Sizes start at S,M,L,XL,2XL,3XL,4LX, and 5XL 
Ladies sizes start at XS,S,M,L,XL,2XL, and 3XL 
Youth sizes start at S,M,L,XL 
Ladies sizes are true to size. Women who wear a men’s large would need to order a ladies “extra 
large”. These shirts are very comfortable and easy to care for. You will love them!  All 
arrangements have been made.   Order yours direct from the dealer using the form sent out in a 
separate document.  Be sure to include your email address on the order form so they can contact 
you if there are questions about what you want.    
The order form is being sent as an additional attachment with this Newsletter and also is 
available on the Members page of the FGRS.org website. 
 
  

Traditional Shirts 
Available in True Royal (Blue) or White 

30 Year Anniversary Shirts 
Available Only in “Platinum” 
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FGRS 2022 BOARD MEMBERS 

  

 

FGRS President 
Fred Weber 

410-310-6001 
Fgrs.president@gmail.com 

 

FGRS Vice President – Eastern Region 
Phil Barcelona 
386-562-4859 

fgrs.vicepresident@gmail.com 

  

FGRS Event Coordinator 
Chip Danneker  
214-543-5133  

chipdanneker@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

FGRS Treasurer 
Inga Thaw 

352-341-7799 
Thawwillie42@ 

gmail.com 

FGRS Secretary 
Millie Weber 
941-224-2996 

Fgrs.secretary@ 
gmail.com 

FGRS Newsletter 
Paul Wagner 
941-445-0409 

Fgrs.newsletter
@gmail.com 

FGRS Membership 
Ray Lambert 
954-551-3392 

fgrs.membership
1992@gmail.com 
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2022 TRAIN SHOWS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 
December 2022   - Sugar Express Steam Engine No. 148 Excursions – See 
Sidebar on Following Page 
 
December 16 – 23, 2022 -  Christmas Fun at the Bushnell Train Museum 
Museum’s Christmas nighttime display is beginning Friday, December 16th running 
through to December 23rd – every evening starting at 6 PM. Phone me if you’d like to 
help run trains on our layout on any of those evenings, as well as on Saturdays during 
the day – Fred Weber - 410-310-6001 
 
December 3, 2022 – Melbourne Train & Toy Show 
9am – 2pm 
Azan Shrine Center, Melbourne, Florida 
Go to http://schultzspacecoasttrains.com/ for information 
 
December 10, 2022 – Snow in the Park in Mt Dora 
3:00pm — 7:00pm 
Donnelly Park, 530 North Donnelly St, Mount Dora 
After a fun day at the Carter’s Christmas Open House, (see details in the FGRS 
Fun Run section below) head on down to enjoy Snow in the Park! There will 
be snowy sledding slopes, plus vendors, food, music, Santa and more! We will 
set up the FGRS kid’s layout for all to enjoy. 
If you want to help set up please come by 2:00.   
Call Fred Weber - 410-310-6001 for more information 
 
December 17, 2022 – Nature Coast Botanical Gardens Christmas Railroad 
9 AM – 12 Noon 
1489 Parker Avenue, Spring Hill, FL 34606  
Phone Doug Brainard – 352-667-3140 for more information, see ad on 
following pages 
 
January 14 – 15,  2023 – 79th Railfair, Deland, Florida 
9am – 4pm 
Volusia County Fairgrounds 
FGRS will set up the event layout 
Go to https://10times.com/rail-fair-florida for more information 
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January 21-22, 2023 – Martin County Model Railroaders, 16th annual Train 
Show and Sale 
9-3 both days 
Martin County Fairgrounds, 2616 S Dixie Hwy, Stuart 
$1 off coupon and more details on their website: 
www.martincountymodelrailroaders.com 
 
February 18-19, 2023 – Real Rail Train Show, Palmetto (Bradenton), Florida 
Bradenton Area Convention Center, 1 Haben Blvd, Palmetto, Florida 
FGRS will set up a display layout and booth 
Go to https://realrail.org/upcoming-events/rail-pass/ for more information 
 
February 18-19, 2023 – Mount Dora Scottish Highland Festival 
Time: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
530 N. Donnelly Street Mount Dora, FL 32757 – 3524553171 
FGRS will set up the event layout 
 
February 25, 2023 – Northeast Florida Scottish Games and Festival 
Clay County Fairgrounds  
2497 State Road 16 West, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
FGRS will set up the event layout 
 
May 06, 2023 – VENICE MUSEUMS DAY 
Historic Venice Train Depot 
303 E. Venice Ave., Venice FL 34285 
FGRS will set up the event layout 
 
July 1, 2023 – July 8, 2023 – National Garden Railways Convention 2023 
Santa Clara Convention Center 5001 Great America Pkwy.,  
Santa Clara, CA 
For more information go to https://ngrc2023.org/ (See ad, next page) 
 
 

 
For a list of many other Train Shows go to 
http://www.railserve.com/events/train_shows.html  
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Holiday in the Gardens  
December 3 - Nature Coast Gardens  
Children of all ages are invited to participate in 
Holiday in the Gardens Elf Parade. Dress as your 
favorite elf and join Santa in a short parade around 
the gardens on December 3 at 11:00 AM. Please call 
352-600-7707 to register for the parade and arrive at 
10:50 for the line-up.  
Holiday in the Gardens is an annual event held the 
first Saturday in December. Clubs, organizations, and 
businesses decorate a tree with waterproof 
ornaments and compete for the People’s Choice Best Decorated Tree. The 
trees remain decorated during the month of December. Call Mary to 
reserve your tree at (352) 600-7707.  
The public is invited to witness the decorating on December 3 starting at 9 
AM. Refreshments will be available, and the entire garden will be open for 
your enjoyment.  
A newly refurbished garden railroad runs every Saturday, 9AM – 12 Noon,  
weather permitting.  
December 3 - 9:00AM - 1:00PM  
Nature Coast Botanical Gardens  
1489 Parker Avenue, Spring Hill, FL 34606   
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE SUGAR EXPRESS 
 
They're really running the wheels off of this fine 
steam engine.  It would be good to get a ride or just 
go up and take some pictures.   For details and 
ticket sales, go to https://sugarexpress.com/ 
To get a Google Map of the track route, click on the 
"Book Now" link, go to the form as if you are buying 
a ticket, and you will see a map which you can 
enlarge, follow the railroad track, and print the map 
in several segments.  This would be great for those 
who would just like to go up and photograph the 
train under steam. 
 

Schedule for the coming Month 
 
December 2nd, 4th, 16th, 17th, 18th – Clewiston Santa Train 
Climb aboard the Santa Express for an hour-long holiday trip departing Clewiston! Santa Claus 
will visit each car en route on his way to the North Pole. Tickets are $50.00 plus tax. Trains depart 
at 12:00 PM, 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM, and 7:30 PM. 
 
December 9th, 10th, 11th – Lake Placid Santa Train 
Climb aboard the Santa Express for an hour-long holiday trip departing Lake Placid! Santa Claus 
will visit each car en route on his way to the North Pole. Tickets are $50.00 plus tax. Trains depart 
at 12:00 PM, 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM, and 7:30 PM. 
 

SUGAR EXPRESS is an outreach, 
education, and tourism program of U.S. 
Sugar featuring restored steam locomotive 
No. 148. 
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UPCOMING FGRS FUN RUNS/OPERATING SESSIONS 

AND FGRS MEETS AT SPECIAL TRAIN ATTRACTIONS  

 

December 7, 2022 - Lite-Up Night at the Home 
of Syd & Joanne Small  

6 PM – 9 PM (Unless raining – Rain Date 
will be December 14th, Same times) 
Address: 
40 Alisa Dr.,  Sebastian, Florida 
Phone 772-361-7309 for more information 

 
This year, once again, Syd and Joanne are planning their “Christmas Lite Up Evening” at the          
Whispering Palms Railway in Sebastian.  Refreshments will be provided. 

     Mrs Claus  and two neighboring Elves will also be in attendance.  Come and enjoy!   
 

 

Upcoming Fun Runs Continued Next Page 
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December 9, 10, 11, 2022  
Open House Fun Run at the Home of  
Don and Lenojo  Carter 

 

6130 NE 3rd PL 
Ocala, FL, 34470 

 Phone 352-207-5434 
 

We are hosting Florida Garden Railroad Society from 10:00 AM - 2:00PM on Saturday which will 
be a great time for you to come and meet other people who share in this same hobby.  If this is 
not convenient, you are welcome to come at these other times: 
 

Friday, December 9 -  2:00 PM - 6:00PM 
Saturday, December 10 - 10:00AM - 6:00PM 
Sunday, December 11 - 2:00PM - 6:00PM 

 

We will provide drinks and snacks. 
We ask if you come during lunch 
time that you bring your own 
picnic lunch.  
The Open House Fun Run @ The 
SILVER RIVER RAILROAD will be 
open to friends and family………. 
Come see us and bring a friend. 
This is not a public event and we 
ask that you not post this event 
nor pictures on Face Book or other 
outlets. 
The layout is track powered with 
1,900' of track over 1/2 acre. 

There is a 30' oval fish pond, a 
100' stream, and 8' bog with a 
small town, Silver River.  There 
are lots of houses and people 
hidden along the way. There 
will be a scavenger hunt for 
you and the children to see if 
you can find all the objects 
hidden along the way. The era 
is small town America 1950 
something. 
A new addition has been 
added, to the elevated 
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platform 35’ X 45’ oval, designed for live steam operation. This area also serves for easy train 
setup and eye level operation for children. This addition is now connected to the main layout to 
access the complete area.   Another addition is a semi-elevated track that circles the back and 

road side fence to ground level, 
about 437’ as a reverse loop. It 
crosses over the back drive way 
on a 12’ bridge.  Please note 
there will be no access from the 
back gate when trains are 
running. 
Please enter from the side gate 
by the house driveway. Look for 
the signs. As before, park along 
NE 3.  Park on an angle on both 
sides of the street to provide 
room for all. 
Directions from Ocala: (I-75): 
Take SR 40 East to NE 7 Street, 
just past Ocala Golf Club. Turn 
right.  Go East on NE 7th Street 

to Baseline Rd, (SR 35).  Cross over Baseline and go one long block to NE 61 Terrace. (Green Ridge 
Acres)  Turn right off NE 7th Street onto NE 61 Terrace go to the top of the hill to NE 3 Place. Turn 
right on NE 3 Place. Go to the end of the street and park. (Short block dead end) 
The trains are behind the white fence.  Look for the R/R sign's. 
We’ve decorated the village on the layout for Christmas along with our house and yard.  We’re 
looking forward to seeing you all !  
Don & Lenojo Carter  
352-207-5434 
doncarter521@embarqmail.com 
 
December 17, 2022 – John and Katie Abbott’s Christmas 
Fun Run 
 10 AM – 3 PM  
 5170 Laguna Vista Drive,  

Melbourne, FL 32934 
Drinks, snacks and Chairs will be 
provided 
There is a decorated layout in the front, 
Live Steam layout in the back.  Bring a 
train to run – Battery or Live Steam  

 Phone 321-917-6404 
 
 

 

(Upcoming Fun Runs Continued Next Page) 
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January 28, 2023 - Pot Luck Luncheon & Fun Run at Dave and 
Ruth Taisch’s   
11 AM - ? 
11605 Lane Park Road 
Tavares, Florida 
David & Ruth are hosting a pot luck luncheon & Fun Run on 
January 28 at their home in Tavares.  Bring a dish to share for 
lunch around noon. 
This layout has over 1000’ of 
stainless steel track. They are running 
NCE DCC controls. You're welcome to 
bring your DCC, battery powered, or 
live steam engines (Must have 
insulated wheels). 
There will be a raffle and clinics on 
some topics of interest. 
Please park by the lake and leave the 
driveway for those with less stamina.  
If you need directions call Ruth at 
352-343-3196 
 
 
 

Many FGRS Meets and Fun Runs are in the works.  
Contact me if you are interested in hosting a Fun Run. 
Hope to see you at the next event - 
Chip Danneker – FGRS Event Chairman chipdanneker@gmail.com 
214-543-5133 
  

(Upcoming Fun Runs Continued From Previous Page) 
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Reflections From 
Special Halloween Fun Run Meet at Bushnell Station and Train Museum 

     “Track or Treat” - October 20th, 2022 
By Fred Weber 

Running trains, riding trains, and eating pizza and hot dogs! What could make for a better 
meeting? Our visiting members toured the Museum, especially the Muskrat Ramble Layout which 
is very detailed and enjoyed by all. The switch puzzle event was cancelled because of a 
breakdown, so we will have the contest at our next event at the museum. The first timers loved 
the LGB display.  
Phil Barcelona and Mike 
Walls ran some of their 
trains on the outdoor layout 
build by FGRS members. 
This layout always provides 
a great opportunity for our 
members to run their trains.  
As members of FGRS you 
can run your trains any time 
the museum is open to the 
public or if the museum has 
a workday.  Just imagine 
your train running over the 
bridge with running water, 
plants all over the layout 
and a tunnel. It’s time to get 
your trains out of those 
boxes! 
The other big hit was the 
train ride. Halloween 
decorations of lights, ghosts, 
spiders, witches, zombies, 
and a grave site were 
waiting for you in the 
cemetery. Our member Ray 
Lambert was the designer of 
the decorations and did an 
extraordinary job. 
Wonderful job Ray - can’t 
wait to see what you do at Christmas time. 
Craig Hurst, the creator of the Museum, addressed the club with some of the history of this 
terrific railroading facility. He also confirmed the offered special cost savings for our membership 
for LGB trains and Pola buildings in the hobby shop. 
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The club raffled off two 
sweatshirts with “I Grow Trains 
in my Garden” on them. Five G 
scale  buildings were also 
raffled off to the delight of the 
winners. 
The pizza and hot dog dinner 
with “Spook-tacular” cake 
were enjoyed by everyone.  If 
anyone happened to take a 
picture of said cake, please 
forward that to Paul Wagner 
our amazing newsletter editor.  

 
 
 
 
Make sure to check out the 
Museum’s Christmas nighttime 
display beginning Friday, December 
16th running through to December 23rd – every evening starting at 6 PM. Phone me if you’d like to 
help run trains on our layout on any of those evenings, as well as on Saturdays during the day.  
Thank you everyone for coming out and making this event so successful. 
 - Fred Weber 
   President  
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(October Event Reviews – Continued) 
 
Halloween Fun Run – John and Katie Abbott – October 29 
 Folks came in from all over the state and had a great time getting together and 
running trains. John wants to remind everyone that he will be open with a Christmas 
display fun run on December 17.  (See details on Fun Run Listings) 
 
Big Boots and Western Steamup – November 6 
 Only a few showed up for the open house at this 
first-time event for FGRS. Don Carter and Kevin Mars 
reported having a good time and being impressed 
both with the G scale layout and the 7 – ½ inch gauge 
train ride.  They told of getting caught in an 
unexpected rain shower as they were riding the train 
through the hills, and it made the track so slippery 
that they had to get out and push to get the train back 
to the station!   
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Couplers For Your Trains 
By Paul Wagner 

With tips submitted by Fred Weber 
 

Just as this month’s newsletter was being assembled, Fred 
Weber, your long suffering FGRS president, forwarded one of 
the Kadee website coupler installation tips to me which I have 
reproduced below, along with two others I found on the 
Kadee website which seemed to be equally important.  Their 
website has a wealth of information including instructions, 
specifications, and pictures of their fine products.   

 
But first, let me give you a brief rundown on choosing couplers for your large 
scale trains that I have found from various sources, including a few remarks of 
my own.  I use Kadee couplers, and love them – the magic way they couple with 
just a nudge of two pieces of rolling stock, their reliability against accidental 
uncoupling, their easy remote or manual uncoupling, and their appearance is 
just the combination of features that I want in couplers.  But, as with all choices 
in this hobby, there is no single “right” solution for everyone.  
 
The old tried and true hook and loop coupler is indisputably the most reliable of 
all of them, automatically couples very well, and can be easily uncoupled 
manually by slipping a credit card down between two couplers.  They are the 
least expensive, and are still furnished by manufacturers with almost all rolling 
stock.   
 
Probably next in popularity are the Aristocraft knuckle couplers (now out of 
production).  They look good, couple automatically pretty well, and are easily 
uncoupled by slipping your finger under them and lifting the actuator levers 
underneath.  Even though they are out of production, you can still find them 
reasonably on eBay or for little or nothing from other garden railroaders who 
have adopted a different coupler system and are discarding their Aristo couplers. 
 
There are a number of different knuckle couplers from other manufacturers 
which have various degrees of reliability, ease of automatically coupling, and 
appearance.  Many folks favor the Accucraft knuckle couplers which seem to be 
reliable.  Most of these couplers can have a realistic “cut lever” added to them, 
which allows you to uncouple them by raising the lever, just like the “real ones”   
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Next month I will post an article about the question of whether truck or body 
mounting couplers would be better for you, and some tips of my own on 
installing them. If you’d like to see an online discussion of that and other issues, 
go to a blog on the Trainweb website: 
http://www.trainweb.org/girr/tips/tips2/kadee_tips.html 
 
Here are three of the Tech Tips from the Kadee website that may be helpful. The 
Kadee website can be found at  
https://www.kadee.com/ 
Go to “Resources” for the “Tips” pages 
 
May 2022 Kadee Blog Tech Tip - Large scale coupler style differences: 
 I have gotten many questions at shows & by e-mail regarding what is the 
difference between our two styles of Large scale couplers; the AAR Type “E” 
coupler and our original style of coupler that are available in (O-scale 1:48, #1-
scale 1:32 & G-Scale 1:22.5). Yes, both designed are based on the common Type 
E coupler. Our original coupler style has an exposed knuckle spring with minimal 
details; our AAR Type “E” coupler has a much more prototypal appearance & 
hidden knuckle spring. Know that it is large scale season it is time to go over the 
subject and the features that make the couplers different. 
 
Let's just start out with the obvious the AAR Type “E” coupler has a much more 
prototypal appearance then our original style of coupler. The AAR Type “E” 
coupler contour with visible Kadee® casting marks to better replicate the 
prototype coupler. One other big feature if it hasn’t jumped out at you yet is 
where is the Knuckle spring? Yes, that is right the AAR Type “E” couplers have a 
hidden knuckle spring. The spring is recessed and out of sight inside the coupler 
head. So no more missing knuckle springs. 
 
The AAR Type “E” coupler has a larger coupler head but has the same height 
knuckle as the original style of coupler this allows the two couplers to function 
seamless together despite the two different looks. The AAR Type “E” coupler 
pulling face inside of the moving knuckle has a flatter contour (draft) that 
reduces knuckle slide caused by a flexible mounting. The means that the 
couplers will not slip vertically as easily when running the AAR Type “E” coupler 
knuckles is also about 20% stronger due to the Knuckle design. Both designs still 
feature Kadee’s proven Magne-Matic® Delayed Uncoupling so you can’t go 
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wrong with either style when it is time to upgrade from the factory couplers that 
came with your cars. Kadee® couplers allow all the different brands of cars you 
have to be able to operate and function together, so you are not restricted to 
purchasing only one brand of large scale cars on your layout. 
 
I tell everyone it really comes down to personal preference on the coupler look 
you like, functionality will be the same. If you are just starting out, I would 
recommend going with the AAR Type “E” coupler but that is my personal 
preference. If you already have the original style on your layout but want to 
upgrade you can, the AAR Type “E” coupler can be easy replace any of the 
original style of couplers by just replacing the coupler head only. If you are happy 
with the original style of coupler look you don’t have to do a thing and you won't 
be disappointed in their performance either. 
 
April 2022 Kadee Blog Tech Tip - Coupler Mounting Height: 
 I am going to go over coupler mounting height again and again, until I stop 
seeing or hearing about peoples conversion video’s posted on the internet that 
show people mounting couplers at the incorrect coupler mounting height on 
“how to videos”. Couplers barely hooked together and then bending the trip pin 
is not acceptable; even if the coupler is off 20 to 30 thousands checked with a 
coupler height gauge is not “good enough” for trouble free operation. If you 
don’t want your cars coming apart when you are running them then you need to 
take care you have the coupler mounting height correct. “Scale” couplers make 
this even more critical because the coupler pulling face is smaller. 
 
Example: When you go over that transition on your layout pulling your favorite 
cars the couplers knuckles will raise and lower keeping the cars connected if you 
have set the mounting height of the couplers at the centerline, this gives the 
most available coupler movement without the couplers slipping apart. If the 
transition on your layout is “rough” (bad track) there may not be a pulling face 
large enough the coupler to keep the couplers from slipping apart (you have to 
fix the bad track). Some people use our shelf couplers available in HO-Scale to try 
to fix “bad track”; but then wonder why their cars derail instead of come apart. 
Even shelf couplers can’t fix “bad track”. 
 
Things you should take away from this months tech tip. 
1.) The Coupler Height Gauge for the scale you are modeling is your best friend. 
(Take the guess work out of proper coupler mounting. Don’t use another car.) 
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2.) Always measure to the coupler centerline not to the top or bottom of 
coupler. (Provides the most available coupler movement without knuckles 
slipping apart.) 
3.) Trip pins are factory set and should not need to be bent if coupler is mounted 
correctly. (If you need to bend the trip pin then your coupler is probably at the 
incorrect height.) 
4.) When the coupler height gauge is used correctly whether for mounting 
uncouplers or mounting and fine-tuning couplers; your couplers should operate 
trouble free*. 
(*Coupler height gauge or coupler design can’t fix bad track or incorrectly setup 
equipment.) 
 
June 2022 Kadee Blog Tech Tip - Drilling and Tapping Holes 
I am thinking this month we are going to go over drilling and tapping holes. This 
may be a subject that intimidates some of you out there. Others it may seem like 
second nature and wonder why I would go over such a subject. Everyone has to 
to start somewhere in the hobby and people have all different skill levels. For 
those who are new to the hobby and may not have grown up around tools, 
working on cars or what not, you may not even know what drilling and tapping 
holes is referring too it is OK. 
 
I keep getting people asking questions about what glue to use; wanting to glue 
gearboxes on to cars instead of drilling and tapping screw holes to attach the 
coupler gearbox or replacing trucks. I even have people asking questions about 
using and were to get self tapping screws for mounting couplers and trucks 
because they don’t want to tap a screw hole. Lets first just say gluing gearboxes 
is not recommended and should be avoided. A glued on gearbox is permanent 
and if your coupler height is even just a fraction to high then you will have to 
break out the dremel tool and grind or file the gearbox off the car to shim it 
down. No one wants to do that, and ignoring it will result in coupler being 
mounted too high. Thus, causing couplers to come apart over track transitions, 
rough spots in your track, sluggish uncoupling or even nonfunctional uncoupling. 
 
Just be aware if you are wanting to use self tapping screws you may still have to 
drill the correct size hole for the self tapping screw. There is a limited number of 
times a self tapping screw can be attached & removed before the material will 
strip the treads out. Then you have to decide to either putting a larger screw in 
the hole or fill the hole with an appropriate filler for the material you are 
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working with and drilling and tapping a hole. (Note: Filler is not a durable as the 
original material you are working with and may strip out easier.) 
 
Before you start drilling or tapping. Safety is important, Cutting tools may shatter 
when broken, wear an approved form of eye protection. If you are new to 
drilling or tapping a hole practice on something else and get a feel for it before 
you try it on your new model car. First, determine what tap you need, this is 
decided by the size of the screw to be used. There is a chart that came with your 
tap and drill set. Do not substitute drill sizes since a slight difference in diameter 
can cause unsatisfactory results. Locate the position for the hole and mark it 
with a center punch. Drilling by hand with the #240 pin vice, care must be taken 
not to break these tiny drills or taps. Apply lubricant if drilling into metal. Make 
sure you are holding the drill at a right angle to the part as you drill. Clean away 
the burrs when hole is complete. Place the tap in your pin vice, apply lubricant if 
drilling into metal and tap the hole by turning clockwise. Hold the tap in a 
straight line with the hole at all times. Reverse the tap a half turn at frequent 
intervals to break the chips loose (metal). Remove the tap after five or six 
complete turns, wipe off any chips and apply more lubricant and continue. If you 
countersink the hole slightly before tapping, it makes it easier to start the 
threads. Avoid forcing the tap. If it won’t turn, back it out and see why. 
 
Do not over tighten any screw, especially in plastic. 
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     Member Train Items For Sale 
Looking to buy or swap something?  Send in 
your request-  FGRS.Newsletter@gmail.com 

This page has been created solely as a convenience to our members who want to buy and sell from other club 
members. FGRS takes no responsibility for the condition of the items or sale of items. Any transaction is 
completely between the buyer and seller.   
Please submit items you would like to buy or sell to Paul Wagner, FGRS.Newsletter@gmail.com 
Ads will be run for 2 months if they are not renewed.  Please notify me when an item is sold, so it can be 
removed from the following newsletter. – Paul Wagner 

 

   No Items For Sale have been submitted this month 
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FGRS Membership Application for 2023 
 

The Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) invites you to join a group of people who 
share a common Interest in large scale trains, both indoors and outdoors, or modules. 
We are a group of individuals, couples, and families who enjoy socializing with others 
and participating in train related activities.   
Dues for 2022:    $25/YR for single or family memberships.  
Annual dues includes a subscription to FGRS Newsletter, via web and email. If you 
cannot receive the newsletter via internet, a printed copy will be mailed to you.  All 
renewals are due in January. If you are interested in joining FGRS, or to renew your 
membership, please complete this application and send a check payable to  
 

Florida Garden Railway Society (FGRS) 
Attn: Ray Lambert, Membership Chairman 
410 S Center Street  
Eustis, FL     32726 

  
Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Street:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
State:_________  Zip:___________    
 
Phone#:________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail:_________________________________________ 
 
Would you like your information shared with the club members (only)? Yes___ No___ 
 
 
Name badges are $12 each. If mailed add $1.00. The badge has two lines: One for 
your name, and the other line can have the town where you live, or the name of your 
railroad. 
 

 

 First Badge: 

Name:__________________________ 

Town or RR Name: 

_______________________________ 

 Second Badge: 

Name:_________________________ 

Town or RR Name: 

______________________________ 


